^8    BETWEEN TEARS AND LAUGHTER
matter; what really matters is that, by his domination of Allied war and peace aims, he is changing the character, the issues and the objectives of this war, in which Russian, Chinese, English and American boys have to pay with their lives. This is too important a matter to be hushed up even among true friends of England.
The fact is, no one has the right to make a present of the things men are fighting for to his best friend, or to his mother, or even to God. In every age and every period of history, after every war and every revolution, Liberty and Reaction go side by side together and struggle for supremacy for the moment. It is every man's duty to use his intelligence and stand by Liberty and the revolutionists, and fight the Old Guards of Reaction without fear and without favour. Some American editors wish to coddle both at the same time. But there stands the Old Guard, faithful unto death, taking an oath to preside over the non-liquidation of the British Empire. Despise not the Old Guard, American editors. There is much wisdom in his old head. Beware of the man who always finds God on his side. When the Old Guard announces that he "means to hold his own," including what belongs inalienably to the Indians, and the Chinese, Americans and Russians might just as well fight for the British Empire, are we to say: "Amen"? It would be perfectly satisfactory to me if this were a private war between Germany and England. Let whoever wins hold his own, while the subject nations are their pawns. If the subject nations do not like it, that is matter for consideration in another separate war between the "pawns" and their masters. But this is not a private war, and other peoples are involved. When the British Tremier declares his intention to go on ruling the British possessions, the Chinese at once think of Hong Kong, the Indians of India, the Dutch of Java, and the Americans of the Statue of Liberty.